Change
Has Come

to America

Election night remarks
Chicago, Illinois, November 4, 2008

is a place where all things are possible; who still wonders
if the dream of our founders is alive in our time; who still
questions the power of our democracy, tonight is your answer.

I f there is anyone out there who still doubts that America

It’s the answer told by lines that stretched around schools and
churches in numbers this nation has never seen; by people
who waited three hours and four hours, many for the very first
time in their lives, because they believed that this time must
be different; that their voice could be that difference.

It's the answer spoken by young and old, rich and poor,
Democrat and Republican, black, white, Latino, Asian, Native
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American, gay, straight, disabled and not disabled-Americans
who sent a message to the world that we have never been a
collection of Red States and Blue States: we are, and always
will be, the United States of America.

It's the answer that led those who have been told for so long
by so many to be cynical, and fearful, and doubtful of what we
can achieve to put their hands on the arc of history and bend
it once more toward the hope of a better day.

It's been a long time coming, but tonight, because of what
we did on this day, in this election, at this defining moment,
change has come to America.

| was never the likeliest candidate for this office. We didn't
start with much money or many endorsements. Our cam-
paign was not hatched in the halls of Washington - it began in
the backyards of Des Moines and the living rooms of Concord
and the front porches of Charleston.

It was built by working men and women who dug into what
little savings they had to give five dollars and ten dollars and
twenty dollars to this cause. It grew strength from the young
people who rejected the myth of their generation’s apathy;
who left their homes and their families for jobs that offered
little pay and less sleep; from the not-so-young people who
braved the bitter cold and scorching heat to knock on the
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doors of perfect strangers; from the millions of Americans
who volunteered, and organized, and proved that more
than two centuries later, a government of the people, by the
people and for the people has not perished from this Earth.
This is your victory.

The road ahead will be long. Our climb will be steep. We may
not get there in one year or even one term, but America - |
have never been more hopeful than | am tonight that we will
get there. | promise you - we as a people will get there.

There will be setbacks and false starts. There are many who
won't agree with every decision or policy | make as President,
and we know that government can’t solve every problem. But
I will always be honest with you about the challenges we face.
| will listen to you, especially when we disagree. And above
all, I will ask you to join in the work of remaking this nation
the only way it's been done in America for two-hundred and
twenty-one years - block by block, brick by brick, calloused
hand by calloused hand.

And to those Americans whose support | have yet to earn - |
may not have won your vote, but | hear your voices, | need
your help, and | will be your President too.

And to all those watching tonight from beyond our shores,
from parliaments and palaces to those who are huddled
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around radios in the forgotten corners of our world—our sto-
ries are singular, but our destiny is shared, and a new dawn of
American leadership is at hand. To those who would tear this
world down—we will defeat you. To those who seek peace
and security—we support you. And to all those who have
wondered if America’s beacon still burns as bright—tonight
we proved once more that the true strength of our nation
comes not from the might of our arms or the scale of our
wealth, but from the enduring power of our ideals: democ-
racy, liberty, opportunity, and unyielding hope.

For that is the true genius of America—that America can
change. Our union can be perfected. And what we have
already achieved gives us hope for what we can and must
achieve tomorrow.

This is our moment. This is our time—to put our people back
to work and open doors of opportunity for our kids; to restore
prosperity and promote the cause of peace; to reclaim the
American Dream and reaffirm that fundamental truth—that
out of many, we are one; that while we breathe, we hope, and
where we are met with cynicism, and doubt, and those who
tell us that we can't, we will respond with that timeless creed
that sums up the spirit of a people: Yes We Can.
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