A World
That
Stands As
One

Exploring the responsibilities of global citizenship
Berlin, Germany, July 24, 2008

Germans and Americans learned to work together and
trust each other less than three years after facing each
other on the field of battle.

P eople of the world - look at Berlin! Look at Berlin, where

Look at Berlin, where the determination of a people met the
generosity of the Marshall Plan and created a German miracle;
where a victory over tyranny gave rise to NATO, the greatest
alliance ever formed to defend our common security.

Look at Berlin, where the bullet holes in the buildings and the
somber stones and pillars near the Brandenburg Gate insist
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that we never forget our common humanity.

People of the world — look at Berlin, where a wall came
down, a continent came together, and history proved that
there is no challenge too great for a world that stands as one.

Sixty years after the airlift, we are called upon again. History has
led us to a new crossroad, with new promise and new peril.

The fall of the Berlin Wall brought new hope. But that very
closeness has given rise to new dangers - dangers that can-
not be contained within the borders of a country or by the
distance of an ocean.

In this new world, such dangerous currents have swept along
faster than our efforts to contain them. That is why we cannot
afford to be divided. No one nation, no matter how large or
powerful, can defeat such challenges alone. None of us can
deny these threats, or escape responsibility in meeting them.
Yet, in the absence of Soviet tanks and a terrible wall, it has
become easy to forget this truth. And if we're honest with each
other, we know that sometimes, on both sides of the Atlantic,
we have drifted apart, and forgotten our shared destiny.

In Europe, the view that America is part of what has gone
wrong in our world, rather than a force to help make it right,
has become all too common. In America, there are voices that
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deride and deny the importance of Europe’s role in our secu-
rity and our future. Both views miss the truth—that Europe-
ans today are bearing new burdens and taking more respon-
sibility in critical parts of the world; and that just as American
bases built in the last century still help to defend the security
of this continent, so does our country still sacrifice greatly for
freedom around the globe.

Yes, there have been differences between America and Eu-
rope. No doubt, there will be differences in the future. But the
burdens of global citizenship continue to bind us together. A
change of leadership in Washington will not lift this burden.
In this new century, Americans and Europeans alike will be
required to do more - not less. Partnership and cooperation
among nations is not a choice; it is the one way, the only way,
to protect our common security and advance our common
humanity.

That is why the greatest danger of all is to allow new walls to
divide us from one another.

The walls between old allies on either side of the Atlantic can-
not stand. The walls between the countries with the most and
those with the least cannot stand. The walls between races
and tribes; natives and immigrants; Christian and Muslim and
Jew cannot stand. These now are the walls we must tear down.
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History reminds us that walls can be torn down. But the task
is never easy. True partnership and true progress requires
constant work and sustained sacrifice. They require sharing
the burdens of development and diplomacy; of progress and
peace. They require allies who will listen to each other, learn
from each other and, most of all, trust each other.

That is why America cannot turn inward. That is why Europe
cannot turn inward. America has no better partner than
Europe. Now is the time to build new bridges across the globe
as strong as the one that bound us across the Atlantic. Now

is the time to join together, through constant cooperation,
strong institutions, shared sacrifice, and a global commitment
to progress, to meet the challenges of the 21st century. And
this is the moment when our nations - and all nations - must
summon that spirit anew.

This is the moment when we must defeat terror and dry up the
well of extremism that supports it. This threat is real and we
cannot shrink from our responsibility to combat it. If we could
create NATO to face down the Soviet Union, we can joinin a
new and global partnership to dismantle the networks that
have struck in Madrid and Amman; in London and Bali; in Wash-
ington and New York. If we could win a battle of ideas against
the communists, we can stand with the vast majority of Muslims
who reject the extremism that leads to hate instead of hope.
This is the moment when we must renew our resolve to rout
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the terrorists who threaten our security in Afghanistan, and
the traffickers who sell drugs on your streets. No one wel-
comes war. | recognize the enormous difficulties in Afghani-
stan. But my country and yours have a stake in seeing that
NATO's first mission beyond Europe’s borders is a success. For
the people of Afghanistan, and for our shared security, the
work must be done. America cannot do this alone. The Afghan
people need our troops and your troops; our support and
your support to defeat the Taliban and al Qaeda, to develop
their economy, and to help them rebuild their nation. We have
too much at stake to turn back now.

This is the moment when we must renew the goal of a world
without nuclear weapons. It is time to secure all loose nuclear
materials; to stop the spread of nuclear weapons; and to
reduce the arsenals from another era. This is the moment

to begin the work of seeking the peace of a world without
nuclear weapons.

This is the moment when every nation in Europe must have
the chance to choose its own tomorrow free from the shad-
ows of yesterday. In this century, we need a strong European
Union that deepens the security and prosperity of this conti-
nent, while extending a hand abroad. In this century - in this
city of all cities - we must reject the Cold War mind-set of the
past, and resolve to work with Russia when we can, to stand
up for our values when we must, and to seek a partnership
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that extends across this entire continent.

This is the moment when we must build on the wealth that
open markets have created, and share its benefits more equi-
tably. Trade has been a cornerstone of our growth and global
development. But we will not be able to sustain this growth if
it favors the few, and not the many. Together, we must forge
trade that truly rewards the work that creates wealth, with
meaningful protections for our people and our planet. This is
the moment for trade that is free and fair for all.

This is the moment we must help answer the call for a new
dawn in the Middle East. My country must stand with yours
and with Europe in sending a direct message to Iran that it
must abandon its nuclear ambitions. We must support the
Lebanese who have marched and bled for democracy, and
the Israelis and Palestinians who seek a secure and lasting
peace. And despite past differences, this is the moment when
the world should support the millions of Iragis who seek to
rebuild their lives, even as we pass responsibility to the Iraqi
government and finally bring this war to a close.

This is the moment when we must come together to save
this planet. Let us resolve that we will not leave our children a
world where the oceans rise and famine spreads and terrible
storms devastate our lands. Let us resolve that all nations —
including my own — will act with the same seriousness of
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purpose as has your nation, and reduce the carbon we send
into our atmosphere. This is the moment to give our children
back their future. This is the moment to stand as one.

People of Berlin—and people of the world—the scale of
our challenge is great. The road ahead will be long. But | come
before you to say that we are heirs to a struggle for freedom.
We are a people of improbable hope. With an eye toward the
future, with resolve in our hearts, let us remember this history,
and answer our destiny, and remake the world once again.
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