ur Past,
Future &
Vision for
America

Announcement for President
Springfield, lllinois, February 10, 2007

come together that | was reminded of the essential decency
of the American people—where | came to believe that
through this decency, we can build a more hopeful America.

I t was here, in Springfield, where North, South, East and West

And that is why, in the shadow of the Old State Capitol, where
Lincoln once called on a divided house to stand together,
where common hopes and common dreams still, | stand
before you today to announce my candidacy for President of
the United States.
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| recognize there is a certain presumptuousness — a certain
audacity — to this announcement. | know | haven'’t spent a

lot of time learning the ways of Washington. But I've been
there long enough to know that the ways of Washington must
change.

The genius of our founders is that they designed a system of
government that can be changed. And we should take heart,
because we've changed this country before. In the face of
tyranny, a band of patriots brought an Empire to its knees. In
the face of secession, we unified a nation and set the captives
free. In the face of Depression, we put people back to work
and lifted millions out of poverty. We welcomed immigrants
to our shores, we opened railroads to the west, we landed a
man on the moon, and we heard a King’s call to let justice roll
down like water, and righteousness like a mighty stream.

Each and every time, a new generation has risen up and done
what’s needed to be done. Today we are called once more -
and it is time for our generation to answer that call.

For that is our unyielding faith — that in the face of impos-
sible odds, people who love their country can change it.

All of us know what those challenges are today - a war with
no end, a dependence on oil that threatens our future,
schools where too many children aren’t learning, and families
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struggling paycheck to paycheck despite working as hard as
they can. We know the challenges. We've heard them. We've
talked about them for years.

What's stopped us from meeting these challenges is not the
absence of sound policies and sensible plans. What's stopped
us is the failure of leadership, the smallness of our politics —
the ease with which we're distracted by the petty and trivial,
our chronic avoidance of tough decisions, our preference for
scoring cheap political points instead of rolling up our sleeves
and building a working consensus to tackle big problems.

It's time to turn the page. We've made some progress already.
But Washington has a long way to go. And it won't be easy.
That's why we'll have to set priorities. We'll have to make hard
choices. And although government will play a crucial role

in bringing about the changes we need, more money and
programs alone will not get us where we need to go. Each

of us, in our own lives, will have to accept responsibility - for
instilling an ethic of achievement in our children, for adapting
to a more competitive economy, for strengthening our com-
munities, and sharing some measure of sacrifice.

So let us begin. Let us begin this hard work together. Let us
transform this nation.

Let us be the generation that reshapes our economy to com-
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pete in the digital age. Let’s set high standards for our schools
and give them the resources they need to succeed. Let’s
recruit a new army of teachers, and give them better pay and
more support in exchange for more accountability. Let's make
college more affordable, and let’s invest in scientific research,
and let’s lay down broadband lines through the heart of inner
cities and rural towns all across America.

And as our economy changes, let’s be the generation that
ensures our nation’s workers are sharing in our prosperity.
Let’s protect the hard-earned benefits their companies have
promised. Let’s make it possible for hardworking Americans
to save for retirement. And let’s allow our unions and their
organizers to lift up this country’s middle-class again.

Let’s be the generation that ends poverty in America. Every
single person willing to work should be able to get job train-
ing that leads to a job, and earn a living wage that can pay the
bills, and afford child care so their kids have a safe place to go
when they work. Let’s do this.

Let’s be the generation that finally tackles our health care cri-
sis. We can control costs by focusing on prevention, by provid-
ing better treatment to the chronically ill, and using technol-
ogy to cut the bureaucracy. Let’s be the generation that says
right here, right now, that we will have universal health care in
America by the end of the next president’s first term.
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Let’s be the generation that finally frees America from the
tyranny of oil. We can harness homegrown, alternative fuels
like ethanol and spur the production of more fuel-efficient
cars. We can set up a system for capping greenhouse gases.
We can turn this crisis of global warming into a moment of
opportunity for innovation, and job creation, and an incentive
for businesses that will serve as a model for the world. Let’s be
the generation that makes future generations proud of what
we did here.

Most of all, let’s be the generation that never forgets what
happened on that September day [September 11,2001] and
confront the terrorists with everything we've got. We can work
together to track terrorists down with a stronger military, we
can tighten the net around their finances, and we can im-
prove our intelligence capabilities. But let us also understand
that ultimate victory against our enemies will come only by
rebuilding our alliances and exporting those ideals that bring
hope and opportunity to millions around the globe.

But all of this cannot come to pass until we bring an end to
this war in Irag. Most of you know | opposed this war from the
start. | thought it was a tragic mistake. Today we grieve for the
families who have lost loved ones, the hearts that have been
broken, and the young lives that could have been. America,
it’s time to start bringing our troops home. Letting the Iraqis
know that we will not be there forever is our last, best hope
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to pressure the Sunni and Shia to come to the table and find
peace.

Finally, there is one other thing that is not too late to get

right about this war - and that is the homecoming of the men
and women—our veterans—who have sacrificed the most.
Let us honor their valor by providing the care they need and
rebuilding the military they love. Let us be the generation that
begins this work.

That is why this campaign can’t only be about me. It must be
about us — it must be about what we can do together. This
campaign must be the occasion, the vehicle, of your hopes,
and your dreams. It will take your time, your energy, and your
advice — to push us forward when we're doing right, and to
let us know when we're not. This campaign has to be about
reclaiming the meaning of citizenship, restoring our sense of
common purpose, and realizing that few obstacles can with-
stand the power of millions of voices calling for change.

By ourselves, this change will not happen. Divided, we are
bound to fail.

But the life of a tall, gangly, self-made Springfield lawyer
[Abraham Lincoln] tells us that a different future is possible.

He tells us that there is power in words.
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He tells us that there is power in conviction.

That beneath all the differences of race and region, faith and
station, we are one people.

He tells us that there is power in hope.

As Lincoln organized the forces arrayed against slavery, he
was heard to say: “Of strange, discordant, and even hostile
elements, we gathered from the four winds, and formed and
fought to battle through”

That is our purpose here today.

That's why I'm in this race.

Not just to hold an office, but to gather with you to trans-
form a nation.

| want to win that next battle — for justice and opportunity.

| want to win that next battle — for better schools, and bet-
ter jobs, and health care for all.

| want us to take up the unfinished business of perfecting
our union, and building a better America.

And if you will join me in this improbable quest, if you feel
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destiny calling, and see as | see, a future of endless possi-
bility stretching before us; if you sense, as | sense, that the
time is now to shake off our slumber, and slough off our
fear, and make good on the debt we owe past and future
generations, then I'm ready to take up the cause, and
march with you, and work with you. Together, starting to-
day, let us finish the work that needs to be done, and usher
in a new birth of freedom on this Earth.
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