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Remarks Against Going to War with Iraq
Chicago, Illinois, October 2, 2002

in all circumstances. The Civil War was one of the bloodi-

est in history, and yet it was only through the crucible of
the sword, the sacrifice of multitudes, that we could begin to
perfect this union, and drive the scourge of slavery from our
soil. | don't oppose all wars.

I stand before you as someone who is not opposed to war

My grandfather signed up for a war the day after Pearl Harbor
was bombed, fought in Patton’s army. He saw the dead and
dying across the fields of Europe; he heard the stories of
fellow troops who first entered Auschwitz and Treblinka. He
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fought in the name of a larger freedom, part of that arsenal of
democracy that triumphed over evil, and he did not fight in
vain. | don’t oppose all wars.

After September 11, after witnessing the carnage and de-
struction, the dust and the tears, | supported this administra-
tion’s pledge to hunt down and root out those who would
slaughter innocents in the name of intolerance, and | would
willingly take up arms myself to prevent such tragedy from
happening again. | don't oppose all wars. And | know that in
this crowd today, there is no shortage of patriots, or of patrio-
tism.

What | am opposed to is a dumb war. A rash war. A war based
not on reason but on passion, not on principle but on politics.
Now let me be clear - | suffer no illusions about Saddam Hus-
sein. He is a brutal man. A ruthless man. A man who butchers
his own people to secure his own power. ... He's a bad guy.
The world, and the Iraqi people, would be better off without
him.

| know that even a successful war against Iraq will require
a U.S. occupation of undetermined length, at undeter-
mined cost, with undetermined consequences. | know
that an invasion of Iraq without a clear rationale and with-
out strong international support will only fan the flames
of the Middle East, and encourage the worst, rather than
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best, impulses of the Arab world, and strengthen the re-
cruitment arm of Al Qaeda. | am not opposed to all wars.
I’'m opposed to dumb wars.

The consequences of war are dire, the sacrifices immea-
surable. We may have occasion in our lifetime to once
again rise up in defense of our freedom, and pay the
wages of war. But we ought not—we will not—travel
down that hellish path blindly. Nor should we allow those
who would march off and pay the ultimate sacrifice,

who would prove the full measure of devotion with their
blood, to make such an awful sacrifice in vain.
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