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Behind the Scenes of Presidential Advance: Part 1  

January 22, 2010.  (7 min. 5 sec.) 

 

00:00 

This is an example of a typical advance day, sitting in a car in a parking lot making phone 

calls to people.  I think it's always a little bit of a surprise when someone from the White 

House calls.  

 

[Carrie Devine - Presidential Advance Team Lead] 

 

00:14 

Yes, my name is Carrie Devine.  I'm with the White House.  Yeah, in Washington. 

 

[music playing] 

 

00:35 

[The White House to Main Street: Inside a Presidential Trip] 

 

00:45 

[Ms. Divine] 

We are in Elyria, Ohio.  I'm actually here doing a pre-advance, so we're here about two 

weeks before the actual trip.  It's kind of nice to have the opportunity to see stuff a couple 

of weeks ahead of time.  

 

01:00-01:12 

The President is planning to visit Lorain County in a couple of weeks, and so I'm in town 

just meeting up with people, seeing what types of places he might be able to visit. 

 

01:13 

[Speaker] 

I mean, we're very comfortable bringing football coaches, athletic groups, trough our plants, 

showing what we're doing.  This is really a whole lot different than anything. 

 

01:21 

[Ms. Divine] 

It's really a privilege.  You know, we get a peek at a lot of different people's lives and 

businesses, and I know people talk about learning America, but it's really true.  You get to 

see things you would never otherwise get to see outside your circle and your circumstance. 

 

01:37-46 

That's a nice VFW Post. It's funny all the things you notice when you do advance work bike 

racks, VFW Posts, gymnasiums. 

 

01:46-01:49 
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[Lorain County Community College – One week later] 

 

01:50-02:09 

The purpose of the trip is to focus on jobs, and the Community College here is particularly 

involved, and they’ve got some new programs.  There's a wind turbine program that we're 

going to visit that has displaced workers from the manufacturing sector learning about 

alternative energy. 

 

02:10-17 

[Mr. Little] 

I'm a displaced steel worker.  I was out there for 37 years, and I'm looking for a job. 

 

02:15-02:18 

[Dennis Little – Lorain, OH] 

 

02:18-02:31 

[Mr. Whitmore] 

I was in the construction field, and of course we know how the economy took a tank with 

the housing construction, and this was a perfect fit for what my interest was to continue 

forward in my career. 

 

02:19-02:22 

[Anthony Whitmore, Elyria, OH] 

 

02:32 

[Mr. Marr] 

Having the President coming in to town is extremely exciting.  He'll experience and see 

where the stimulus money that he has allotted is going.  We're not pretending that it's just 

money handed to us and we're using it frivolously, we’re going with it, and we're going to 

use it wisely.  

 

02:44-02:48 

[John Marr – Lorain, OH] 

 

 

2:50-56 

I hope I get to meet him.  Rumor has it he's coming into our class, and the first thing I 

want to do is thank him. 

 

02:57-03:03 

[Speaker] 

Friday will be the greatest day of my life to actually be in the same room with the President 

of the United States. 
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03:04-07 

[Speaker] 

I’ll have the press corps down there when he's in the classroom. 

 

03:08 

[Ms. Devine] 

The White House press pool covers the President anywhere he goes publicly.  We need to 

kind of plan for that at every site, you know that they have a movement to get to, whatever 

their press position is.  So they could potentially come in that door and you just position 

them there.   

 

[Speaker] 

Yeah, you let some of the cameras go over there to get a better picture if they want to.  But 

actually, this is actually a pretty good shot. 

 

03:34 

[Ms. Devine] 

Yeah, there’re a lot of little logistical things that we have to plan them through.  

 

03:40 

We aren't planning to announce this until either the night before or the morning of, just 

keep it as quiet as you can.  

 

03:41-03:43 

[Brad Ohlemacher – Elyria Manufacturing Corp.] 

 

03:43-03:44 

[EMC Precision Machining Welcomes You] 

 

[Mr. Ohlemacher] 

Yeah. 

 

[Ms. Devine] 

Don't talk to the press about it.  

 

[Mr. Ohlemacher] 

Okay. 

 

[Ms. Devine] 

Okay. 

 

03:52-03:44 

[Riddell All American Sports Corp.] 
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03:52-04:00 

[Mr. Cromwell] 

On Friday we have a great opportunity to have the President come through the plant, it’s a 

great honor.  I think our employees are looking forward to it. 

 

03:56-04:00 

[Ray Cromwell – Riddell All American] 

 

04:03-13 

[Mr. Shores] 

You hear about it. You see it on television where other people have met different presidents, 

but you never think it could happen to you.   

 

04:05-04:10 

[Gary Shores – Lorain, OH] 

 

04:09  

But I would love for it to happen to me. 

 

04:14-04:16 

[Brooke Heder – Lorain, OH] 

 

04:14-25 

[Mr. Header] 

We hope for the President to experience and see we are a good county and everything, but 

just look at the downfall of the jobs not being here and we need, you know, something to 

help people that don't have it. 

 

04:27 

[Speaker] 

There’s tons of workers working at these tables and kind of dressing the helmets. The press 

needs staged on one side, and we're going to work on lighting a couple of these 

workstations where he can talk to people and they have some USA and World Football 

helmets that they’ve made.   

 

04:39-04:42  

[Daily Trip Call] 

 

04:42-04:43 

[North Olmsted, OH] 

 

04:44-04:46 

[Washington, D.C.] 
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04:50 

[Speaker] 

That will also be caught by the pool, who will sort of follow behind him and get their shots, 

right? 

  

04:58 

[Ms. Devine] 

Right.  So the first couple of rooms he goes in to will buy us some time to move press into 

the painting room.  

 

05:04 

[Speaker] 

All right, at 2:05 to 3:20 we move into the Town Hall. How's everything going here on 

distribution?   

 

[Speaker] 

Ethan’s actually over at the school right now setting up the distribution.   

 

05:10 

We're actually over at the school right now setting up the distribution. Tickets are printed, 

and they’re going to start handing out tickets at 6:00 PM, and total number is 1,250.  

 

05:22-24 

All right.  Thanks, guys. Bye-bye. 

 

05:27 

[Speaker] 

Are we ready? 

05:29 

Yeah.  

 

05:30 

There's a President coming to our county. The last time a President was here was when 

President Truman came.  

 

05:38-44 

[Mr. Devine] 

At this Town Hall we've got 1,250 seats. The tickets went really quickly for them. 

 

05:45-47 

[Speaker] 

I wouldn't miss this for the world. 

 

05:50-53 
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[Speaker] 

Put your names at the bottom of the ticket before the event. 

 

05:55 

It's my responsibility to take it from a plain room with nothing in it to making it look like a 

Presidential Town Hall within the next 36 hours.  

 

06:02-06:04 

[Mr. Ruemmler – Presidential Advance] 

 

06:07-11 

[Ms. Devine] 

There are a lot of pieces that get put in place that would probably surprise people. 

 

06:12-27 

[Mr. Ruemmler] 

Our build will include 115 power strips and 90 tables for the press, about 250 feet of trusses,  

basically TV quality lighting, 1,500 chairs, 400 feet of bike rack fencing, a 100 pieces of 

stage deck, and last not but least, four porta-potties. 

 

06:33 

[Ms. Devine] 

The President's vehicle, which is now referred to as The Beast, actually gets flown in on a 

car plane.  The plane arrives wherever it is we are a day or two ahead of time. 

 

06:43 

Well, I think some people think that the lifestyle of advance is glamorous, because I think 

on game day it appears that way, but the reality is, it's a bit of a grind, but you know, it's 

fun and it's unique and there's nothing else like it. 

 

06:59-07:02 

[To Be Continued…] 


